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——« HE: following Letter is full of Imagina-. 
. tion, and, ina fabulous manner, fets forth. 
Connexion besween Things, and an Al-. 
and remote to cdnimoli Eyes, chink I’ the. 
Hand to be that ‘of a very Ihgénions Miah, and thal 
therefore give it the Reader without farther Pgeface.. 


- 


[Here is aSett of Mankind, who are wholly em- - 
_& © ployed ip the Ill-natured Office of gathering - 
‘op a CoHeGion of Stories that leffen the Reputation 
of others, and fpreading them Abroad with a.cer- - 
‘iain Air. of Satisfa&tion. Perhaps, indeed, an in- 
-*nocent unmeaning Coriofity, a Defire of being in- 
formed concerning thofe we live with, ‘ora Wil- 
‘ lingnefs £6 profic by” Reflection upon the A@ions 
‘of others, may fometimes afford an Eacule, or - 
fometimes a Defence, for. Inquifitivenels; but cere - 
“tainly it is, beyond all Excufe, a, J'ranfgreffion ae - 
‘ gaint Humanity to carry. the Matter. farther, to 
‘tear off the Dyi flings, .as 1 may. fay, from the - 
* Wounds of a Friend, and expofe thein to the Air 
‘in cruel Fits of Diverfion ; and yet we have fome- 

‘thing more to bemoan, an Outrage of a higher 
* Nature, which Mankind isguilty of when thcy are 
‘not content co fpread the Stories of Folly, Frailty 
‘and Vice, but even enlarge them, or invent new 
* ones, and blacken Characters that we. may appear 
‘ ridiculous.or hateful to one another. From fach 
‘PraQices as thefe ic happens, that fome feel a Sore 
‘ row, and others are agitated with a Spirit of Re- 
“venge, that Scandals or. Lies sre told, becaufe a- 
‘ amber has told fuch before, that Refentments and 
* Quarrels arife, and Affronts and Injuries are given, 
‘ received ‘and multiplied in a Scene of Vengeance. 
‘6 All this 1 have often obferved with abundance of 
‘Concern, and having a perfe& Defire to farther the 
* Happinefs of Mankind, | lately fet my felfto con- 
‘ fider the Caufes from whence fuch Evils arife, and 
‘the Remedies which may be applied. Whereupon ~ 
‘1 thuc my Eyes to prevent 4 Diftra@tion from out- 
‘ward Obje@ts, and a while after thot away, upon 
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an imputfe of. Thought, into ‘the World of Ideas, 
* where abftra@ted Qualities became vitible in fuch 
as were agreeable to each of. theit~ 
,* That part. of the Country, where [ happened to 


1. ‘light, was the moft Noifie that | hadever known. 


‘The Winds whiftled, the Leaves ruftled, the Brooks. 


umbled, ¢ Birds, chatter’d, Tongues of Men. 
. “were heatd, and theEccho ming 
. © every Sound. in its. ition, 


© that there was a: 


.. © ftrange Confafion and Uproar of Sounds about me.. 


* Aclength, as.the Noife {till encreafed, 1 could di- 
* {cern a Man. babited like a Herald (and as I after-. 


_ © wards undetftood) called Novelty, that came 


‘ ward proclaiming a Solemn Day to be kept at the 
* Hoafe of Common Fame. Immediately bchind him 


© advanced three Nymphs, who. had montitrous . 


Appearances. _The- firlt. of thefe was Curiofty, . 


habired like.a Virgin, and having an hundred Ears, 


* upon her Head to ferve in her Enquiries. Thefe- 
* cond of thefe was Talkativene/s, alittle better grown, 
* the feemed to be like a. young Wife, and had ga. 
hundred Tongues to fpread her Stories. Thethird 


was Cenforioxjnefs, habited like a.Widow, aad: . 


furrounded with an hundred-Squinting Eyes. of a 
* malignant Influence, which fo obliquely darted on 
‘ all around, that it .was impoffible to. fay which of . 
* them had brought in the Lnformativns the boatted ; 
of. Thefe,-as.4 was informed, had.been very in- 
‘ ftramental in preferving and rearing Common Fame, 


© when upon her Birth-day the. was thuffied into a. 


* Crowd, to efcape: the fearch which. Trazh might . 
made after her and her Parents. Cariofisy 
* found her there, Taskativewe{s conveyed heraway, - 


© gnd. Cenforiou/xefs fo nurfed her up, that in a fhort 


time the grew to. a prodigious’ Size, and obtained 
an over the Univerfe wherefore the. 
¢ Power, in Gratitude for thefe Services, hes 


¢ fince advanced them to her higheft-Employ-. | 


* ments, The next who came forward in the Pro- 


ceffion was a light Darofel, called Credalsty, who 


© carried behind them the Lamp.the Silver Veliel with 


© a Spout, and other Ipftruments proper for this fo- 


Jemn Occafion. Shehad formerly feen thefe three 


© together, and conjeCturing, from. the number of 


theirs 


led fomething of 
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